
System Landscape Directory
of SAP NetWeaver®

Overview and Best Practices

Boris Zarske (boris.zarske@sap.com)
Senior Product Specialist
SAP NetWeaver Product Management

14. November 2007

mailto:boris.zarske@sap.com


© SAP 2007 / Page 2

Learning Objectives

As a result of this presentation, you will know:

Basic concepts and features of system landscape directory (SLD)
of SAP NetWeaver

How SLD is used
How clients work with SLD
How clients rely on the data stored in SLD

How to define a landscape strategy for SLD
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1. Introduction
1.1. Motivation
1.2. Key Features

2. SLD Data Suppliers
3. SLD Data Consumers
4. Topology
5. Summary

Agenda



© SAP 2007 / Page 4

Motivation: Some of the Challenges Addressed
by SLD

Where can I get a consistent
and up-to-date overview of
SAP software installed in

my landscape?

Where can I get
technical information
about SAP products –

regularly updated?

Infrastructure data – like
hosts and ports of back-end
systems – should be stored

centrally!

How can I make sure
that the names of Java
development objects

are unique internally +
externally – although I

have several
development teams?

How can I make sure
that my central

administration tools
use the same, up-to-

date landscape
information?

Configuration of
software development
should be maintained
centrally – including
interdependencies!

……
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SLD: The Basic Idea
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Motivation (Cont.)

Approach – Provide one central provider of landscape information:
Catalog of installable software:
All components that can – theoretically – be installed

Component information repository

List of installed software (including technical details)
Landscape description

Result:
Landscape data is gathered + updated automatically

No manual gathering (from SAP Service Marketplace + every system,
…)
Data stored centrally + consistently (not in Excel sheets, for example)

Stored information ca act as basis for different tools and services

Customer Landscape
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Key Features of SLD

SLD is a component of SAP NetWeaver and
completely implemented with Java technology

Based on proven industry standards of DMTF*:
Object-oriented
Extensible
Open:
– 3rd-party software as SLD data provider
– 3rd-party software as SLD data consumer

How to get it?
SLD contained in Application Server Java
(AS Java) systems
Standard implementation procedure already comprises
configuration of SLD and data suppliers
Access it at http://<hostname>:<HTTP port>/sld

* Distributed Management Task Force – www.dmtf.org

AS Java

http://www.dmtf.org/
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Web-Based SLD User Interface: Initial Page
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Information Stored in SLD:
Software Catalog

Provides information about
all available SAP software:

Available releases
Available support package levels
Dependencies

Provided by SAP

Basis for landscape description
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Information Stored in SLD:
Landscape Description

Provides information
about installed systems:

Products and
components
Installed
versions and patch
levels
Timestamp
(last update)
Can be enriched
individually
(admin contact,
description, …)
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Landscape Description (Cont’d):
Installed Products
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How Does SLD get Landscape Description
Data?

SAP systems contain data suppliers that collect and send data to SLD:
Must be configured once per landscape element
After that, they send reliable and up-to-date data automatically:

At system startup
Periodically (batch job)

ABAP
System

ABAP
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Java
System

Java
Data
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Other
System

Other
Data

Supplier

sldreg
(lib/exe)

Java
System

SLD
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HTTP

HTTPC

Gate-
way
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Data Supplier – ABAP-Based Systems

Transaction RZ70

Standard implementation
procedure already

comprises configuration –
manual configuration only

required for existing
systems
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Motivation: Some of the Challenges Addressed
by SLD

Consistent and up-to-
date overview of

installed SAP software

Technical
information about
SAP products –

regularly updated

Central store of
infrastructure data – like
hosts and ports of back-

end systems

Unique names of
Java development

objects

Central
administration tools

use same up-to-
date landscape

information

Configuration of
SW development

managed centrally

SLD

Component
information

Landscape
description

SLD is central
provider for landscape
data, data updated by

SLD systems
automatically
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Motivation: Some of the Challenges Addressed
by SLD

Consistent and up-to-
date overview of

installed SAP software

Technical
information about
SAP products –

regularly updated

Central store of
infrastructure data – like
hosts and ports of back-

end systems

Unique names of
Java development

objects

Central
administration tools

use same up-to-
date landscape

information

Configuration of
SW development

managed centrally

SLD

Component
information

Landscape
description

SLD provides
a software

catalog based
on SAP data
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